FINANCIAL AID FORMS

All federal and state aid programs utilize the same federal core methodology to determine
a family's eligibility for financial aid. Families need to file a Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) to determine eligibility. Since public universities have only federal
dollars to spend, if your child is planning to attend a public university, you need only file the
FAFSA.

The federal core methodology does not factor in home equity, medical deductions, or
elementary and secondary tuition paid for students other than the aid applicant. Today’s
financial aid process is really very much income-driven; assets do not matter as much as your
family’s annual income.

A number of private schools still consider the value of the above or additional factors
when disbursing campus dollars (any monies directly available from the school itself and not
funded from the federal or state governments). Therefore, schools may require families to
register with the College Scholarship Service, which is the financial aid division of the College
Board in order to complete the CSS PROFILE form. Not all schools require this form, so
please call or email the school’s admission or financial aid office! CSS Profile registration forms
are available through the College Board web page at http://www.collegeboard.com.

Schools may also require families to fill out an institutional form (written by the institution) that
will provide them with additional information not available on the FAFSA. Please contact the
school to secure a form, if necessary.



